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BASSENDEAN PRIMARY SCHOOL — NEW ADMINISTRATION BLOCK 
Statement 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Minister for Education) [9.57 pm]: I very rarely make 
a member’s statement, and I am doing so in response to a statement made by Hon Sue Ellery at the last sitting on 
Thursday, 24 September. I was away on urgent parliamentary business. It was an issue about 
Bassendean Primary School and the new administration block. I would like to provide some clarity about the 
administration block. There has been an issue at the school with the use of the administration block and the car 
park on an oval and potentially reduced recreational space for the children. I have followed it quite closely and 
I have been kept up to date all the time, so I would like to go through a couple of areas to clarify it for both 
Hon Sue Ellery and the house. 

In essence, the two concerns raised by Hon Sue Ellery were that there had been insufficient consultation with the 
community in particular and with the parents and the configuration of the new administration block. I will go 
through the list and identify those issues. The cost of the new block is $1.3 million. It is a tremendous new state-
of-the-art administration block. It will provide a waiting and reception area, offices for the principal and deputy 
principal, a medical room for students and an interview room for confidential meetings with parents. The 
existing administration area will be used for student support services such as counselling and will provide space 
for instrumental music lessons for students. The new car park is an 845 square metre linear strip along one end of 
the school oval. This reflects a 12 per cent reduction in the size of the oval. There remains 6 000 square metres 
of oval space for student use. With the school’s current enrolment of 361 students, this provides about 18 square 
metres for each child. There are numerous other primary schools, particularly in older inner metropolitan areas, 
with ovals smaller than the one at Bassendean Primary School. The administration block itself is not the issue. 
I think everyone needs the new administration block; its location was the issue. I will set out sequentially the 
events that have taken place. 

As with all capital works projects undertaken by the department, a project consultative group for Bassendean 
Primary School was formed in October 2014 to undertake the development of the administration block. The PCG 
consisted of representatives from the Department of Education and the Department of Finance, the architect and the 
principal. The principal represented the school community on the PCG and was responsible for informing the 
parents and citizens association, the school council and the school community. As part of the planning processes, 
preliminary discussions were held with the project architect and the Town of Bassendean over the siting of the new 
administration building. During these preliminary discussions, the town recommended that the building be 
reorientated to run north–south and located behind the existing building rather than in an east–west orientation to 
preserve the Moreton Bay fig tree. This is one of the issues raised by Hon Sue Ellery. Advice received from the 
project architects and Building Management and Works’ design review body was that the original east–west 
orientation was optimal in terms of shading eastern and western elevations and reducing long-term operational cost. 
This is the optimal environmental orientation for reduced heat gain and natural light penetration without glare. 

The PCG reviewed the recommendations from the Town of Bassendean and determined the location of the new 
administration block based on meeting all functional and operational criteria; providing a street frontage 
consistent with the current landscape rather than being located in the middle of the school, thus providing a clear 
and obvious entry at the front of the school and minimising security risks; environmental considerations, 
including minimising heat gain while maintaining access to natural light; minimising the impact on the overall 
use of the oval; and minimising the impact on existing play space, including the hard courts. The town’s 
recommendation of a north–south orientation for the new administration block would have resulted in the loss of 
the basketball court, which would have been required to be replaced on the school oval as it was the only 
available space. 
The Department of Education submitted a development application for the original plans for the new 
administration building on 15 January 2015. These plans reflected the need for minimal impact on the school’s 
oval. The submitted plans included replacement on-site parking as, based on previous submissions, this is 
a standard requirement. 
The Department of Finance, as the delegated approval authority, sought advice on development conditions from 
the Town of Bassendean. The town recommended that, because the proposed building was to be located over an 
area of car parking spaces, sufficient alternative car parking would need to be provided on site to accommodate 
the bays that would be removed. The town also submitted comments that reiterated its informal advice, in which 
it requested changing the orientation and moving the new building towards the centre of the school site in order 
to avoid the removal of a Moreton Bay fig tree. This option would still have required additional parking to be 
provided. That would not have had any impact whatsoever. The approval to commence development by the 
Department of Finance was received on 30 January 2015. The Town of Bassendean was advised of the decision 
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and did not provide a response. The approval was granted subject to seven conditions, including parking to be 
constructed on site as per the submitted plans. 

Consultation with the school community was undertaken by the principal before and after the lodgement of the 
development application. This was through usual school communication channels, including school newsletters, 
discussion at P&C meetings and a presentation to the school council by the project team. 

On 1 July 2014, the school council noted that a feasibility study was being undertaken by architects to prepare 
drawings of a new administration block subject to a decision to proceed by the department. On 18 November 
2014, the P&C was requested to take time to review the plans for the new administration block. Since November 
2014, school newsletters and P&C minutes have included information regarding the new administration block, 
which is publicly available on the school’s website in the year published. The building plans have been on 
display in the school’s public foyer since May 2015. On 5 May 2015, there was a presentation to the school 
council by the architect and department officer. Officers from the department, the principal and deputy principal 
met with concerned school community members on 24 August and 2 September 2015 to discuss the project and 
the replacement car park. An information leaflet regarding the building project has been developed and 
distributed to parents and local residents. The project was supported by the school council, the P&C and school 
staff. 
It is not usual department process for a capital works project of this size to require broader community 
consultation. However, school newsletters and P&C meeting agendas and minutes are publicly available on the 
Bassendean Primary School website. As I said, the project was supported by the school council, the P&C and 
staff. 
Building works on the new car park commenced on 3 August 2015. Sub-base and bitumen works have been 
completed. Line marking is to commence and the car park is expected to be handed over in late October 2015. 
Construction of the administration building has also commenced. Underground services have been installed. 
Concrete footings and the slab have been poured. Structural steel orders have been delivered. The expected 
completion of the administration block is February 2016. 

The principal continues to work closely with the school community and with a consultant for a nature-based 
playground company to identify and develop alternative play spaces for students. 

That gives a fairly comprehensive outline of what consultation has occurred and also the orientation of the 
administration block. Perhaps Hon Sue Ellery would like to go back—I know she has been approached by 
members of the community—and look at that information I have just provided. If there is anything else she can 
provide to the contrary, I am always all ears. 

House adjourned at 10.05 pm 

__________ 
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